BAND MEMBERS


1988 original linup: 


Chris Robinson (lead vocals): born December 20th, 1966 Atlanta, GA; Sagittarius �Rich Robinson (guitar): born May 24, 1969 Atlanta, GA; Gemini �Johnny Colt (guitar): born May 1, 1968 Cherry Point, N.C.; Taurus �Steve Gorman (drums): born August 17, 1965 Hopkinsville, KY; Leo �Jeff Cease (guitar): born June 24, 1967; Cancer 


Steve joined before 1988, then Jeff then Johnny in 1988; Johnny Colt got the job a week before the band started recording for the debut album. 


1991 


Added keyboard player Eddie Hawrysch to the band line-up. Ed was born in Ontario, Canada but his hometown is Detroit. Eddie played with blues artists such as James Cotton and Albert Collins as well as the legendary Muddy Waters. He was in a soul/R&B band back in the 1980's, and played with Albert Collins before he met the Crowes (Collins died in 1993). He started touring with the Black Crowes in 1991 before he became a full-time Crowe- Ed was referred to the Crowes by well-known keyboardist Chuck Leavell, who has played with artists such as the Rolling Stones and the Allman Brothers. 


Ed apparently he had his last named changed to "Harsch" after joining the band or else his name was misprinted on early album releases. �Eddie Hawrysch: born May 27, 1957 Toronto; Gemini 


1992 


Jeff Cease dropped from the band before recording the second album - Jeff's last day was the Crowes last concert performance in 1991- October 19th, 1991 at Hammersmith Odeon in London. He was replaced by guitarist Marc Ford from the LA band Burning Tree, which opened up for some of the Crowes shows on their first tour. Like Johnny Colt, Marc joined the band the week before they went in the studio to start recording. �Marc Ford: born April 13, 1966 Los Angeles, CA; Aries 


1997 


Lead guitarist Marc Ford is dismissed in August of 1997; original bassist Johnny Colt leaves the band shortly after.


 �Sven Pipen, former band member of "Mary My Hope", a band Crowes drummer Steve Gorman used to be in, replaces Colt on bass guitar. Fanclub members are notified via a Christmas tape sent at the end of the year. �Sven Pipien: born May 30th, 1967 Hanover, Germany; Gemini Maried to "Ginger" - late 1998 (December?). 





ALBUMS


Shake Your Moneymaker, 1990 


The Southern Harmony and Musical Companion, 1992 


Amorica, 1994 


Three Snakes And One Charm, 1996 


Shake Your Moneymaker 


released: 1990 �Tour: opened for Junkyard, Michael Shenker Group, Dogs D'Amour, Aerosmith, Heart, Robert Plant, ZZ-Top. Also headlined on May dates after parting with ZZ-Top and in Europe later that year. �Their first tour was 19 months long, included 350 shows, and played to 5 million fans in the U.S., Canada, Europe, Australia and Japan. �sales: 5 million copies worldwide; ~3.5 million U.S. (SoundScan 12/96) �charts: #4 on Billboard, stayed on the charts for 100+ weeks �singles: 


Jealous Again, peak #75 �Hard To Handle, peak #45 


The Southern Harmony and Musical Companion 


released:1992 �tour:High As The Moon Tour �sales: 1.7 million U.S. (SoundScan 1996); record when platinum in 1992 �charts: debuted at #1 on Billboard �singles: 


Remedy- peaked at #1 on the Album rock radio charts*; stayed there for 11 weeks. �Sting Me- peaked at #1 on the Album rock radio charts* 


* not the same as the Billboard singles charts; in fact no singles from the second album ever cracked into the Billboard Top40. 


Amorica 


released: 1994 �tour:Amorica or Bust �sales: ~500,000 U.S. (SoundScan 12/96) �singles: 


Conspiracy �High Head Blues �Wiser Time 


Three Snakes And One Charm 


released: 1996 �tour:Three Snakes And One Charm tour �sales: ~330,000 U.S. (SoundScan 1996) �singles: 


Good Friday �Blackberry �One Mirror Too Many �Better When You're Not Alone 


More Crowes stats from the book "Rock Tracks- 1981-1995", which again is not the same as the Billboard singles charts: 


Remedy- #1 album rock track of 1992, and also the #4 rock track from 1981-1995. 


The Crowes ranked #7 of the rock artists with the most #1 album rock tracks from 1981-1995 (6 number 1 hits). 


The Crowes ranked #17 overall out of the top 100 album rock artists for 1981-1995. 


BAND CHRONOLOGY


(feel free to make any contributions- D.F.) 








Early Family History





Stan Robinson, the father of Chris and Rich, hits the charts in 1959 with "Boom-A-Dip-Dip" released on Monument Records. Stan was a bluegrass musician whose early sound was characterized by Chris as "Bee-Bop, Bobby Darrin" in nature. Stan played American Bandstand in 1958 when it used to be hosted from Philadelphia. He opened for artists such as Sam Cooke and Bill Haley, and he played at the Opry. Later, Stan's music changed to become more folk-music oriented, and briefly played in a folk band called "The Appalachians" on ABC Paramount. 


Stan settles down with his wife Nancy and starts a family in Marietta, Georgia, just outside of Atlanta. 


Chris Robinson born December 20th, 1966 in Atlanta, GA. �Rich Robinson born May 24, 1969 in Atlanta, GA. 


After ending his musical career, father Stan went into business with his parents in the garment trade as sales reps. The grandparents of the Robinson brothers were Polish Jews from the Northeast. 


Stan was a big rugby player, and he also started the Atlanta Renegades football club after retiring his singing career. Stan and his parents still have a showroom in Georgia. 


Rich used to pick up his Dad's acoustic guitar and play with it as a teenager before getting a guitar of his own. 








1983





Rich Robinson got his first guitar for Christmas in 1983 when he was fifteen years old and Chris at 17; their mother would later refer to that past season as "Black Christmas". Rich and brother Chris immediately began writing songs. Their first attempt at a band included Chris on bass, Rich on guitar, and their cousin Chip on drums playing in a basement. Their stage at the time was comprised of stolen cynder blocks from a local construction site. They played a few local gigs in Atlanta and recorded some demo songs. Later Chris was moved to lead singer and bassist Jeff Mathews was brought in. 


From the beginning, the band kept changing constantly, both in music and members, with Chris and Rich always making up the core of the band. 








1984





Chris "The Pole" Robinson attended College briefly at Georgia State and Wofford College in South Carolina, majoring in Literature and minoring in Art History, but he soon dropped out and was living on his own at 18. He talked Rich into forming a band soon after, named "Mr. Crowes Garden", after a children's fairy tale story (Rich has mentioned that the name was influenced from a radio show in the early 1930's- not sure which one, although it is rumored that the name was first suggested to the band by a girl at a party). Some Mr. Crowes Garden T-shirts were even created during the 1987-88 period designed by Chris. Their parents at first were very against their sons' idea of pursuing a music career. 


Their first "paid" gig was in Summer of 1984 when Chris was 18 and Rich was 15, at a bar in Chattanooga, TN. They received a check for fifty dollars, which subsequently bounced. Back then they were categorized as a Punk band. Rich later said that was all knew how to play at that point. 


The Crowes start touring outside of Atlanta after what they perceive as a musical backlash against them in their hometown, and start playing gigs mainly along the East Coast. People in Georgia thought the band had "too much attitude", as opposed to a band like R.E.M., which was the popular up-and-coming band in Georgia during that time. Mr. Crowes Garden's music later changes to a country-rock sound, with the band lineup constantly being shuffled around. The early band did not get into the Blues influence of bands like the Stones or The Faces or Humble Pie until late 1988, when they were signed to their first record label under George Drakoulias. 











1985





Bassist Jeff Mathews was replaced by Keith Joyner around 1985. Keith later left Mr. Crowes Garden in 1986 to form his own band- he was replaced by Ted Selke. Dave Macias was an early volunteer manager for Mr. Crowes Garden around 1985. He introduced Rich to Nick Drake's music, which led to the current "open-G tuning" that Rich implements. 


Their cousin Chip was later replaced on drums by Jeff Sullivan late 1985/early 1996, who in turn later left to join the local band "Drivin' n' Cryin'" in 1987. 








1986





Ted Selke started playing with the band in November of 1986 to fill in for basist Keith Joyner, who left to form his own band, "Seven Simons". Ted's former band was "Arms Akimbo" and he overlapped playing between the two bands for a while before becoming a permanent member of Mr. Crowes Garden. Ted would later play on a few Mr. Crowes Garden demo sessions, and was playing the night George Drakoulias first spotted the band playing at "Drums" in NYC. The band, including the Robinson brothers, sported short haircuts during this time, very reminiscent of the early Beatles hairstyle. 








1987





Drummer Jeff Sullivan left Mr. Crowes Garden to join the local band "Drivin' n' Cryin'". They picked up drummer Steve Gorman, in 1987 from another Atlanta band, "Mary My Hope". Gorman is currently the longest running non-Robinson band member. Steve dropped out of Western Kentucky University (he wanted to be a sports broadcaster at the time), to pursue a career in music instead. Steve is still a big sports fan. 


The first professional demo the Robinson brothers did was for A&M Records, in North Carolina, in 1987. The band's manager at the time, Dave Macias, got in touch with A&M rep Aaron Jacoves from Los Angeles to arrange the demo session. It was held at Steve Gronback's studio in Carrboro, North Carolina before they met George Drakoulias. They were paid $2000 by Jacoves to cover production costs. Jeff Sullivan played drums on the first demo, while subsequent demo tapings had Steve Gorman on the drums. 


Steve Gorman played on the subsequent A&M demos in Carrboro, N.C. during mid and late 1997, although as a guest drummer at first until he officially joined Mr. Crowes Garden later that year. 


The band was originally offered a record deal in 1987 under the label "Dog Gone" by Jefferson Holt but they held out. They eventually met George Drakoulias through A&M, when the band was playing as a quartet later in New York City at a club called "Drums". The band also played at CBGB's in N.Y. later in 1988. George turned the band on to new music they had not heard before like The Faces and Humble Pie. Up until then the band did not cover Stones songs and Rich did not play in open-G tunings for Mr. Crowes Garden songs. 


Mr. Crowes Garden had started to pick up in popularity at this time. They played Atlanta clubs like the Dugout, Little Five Points Pub, Cotton Club, 40 Watt Club, White Dot, Club Rio, and The Rollick (formerly the 688 club). Outside of Atlanta the band would frequent towns such as Tuscaloosa, Auburn (The Varsity), Chapel Hill (Cat's Cradle), Raleigh (The Brewery), Greenville (Studio B), Jacksonville Beach (Einstien-a-Go-Go), and Nashville (Elliston Square). They were playing cover songs that included "Down On The Street" by the Stooges and "No More No More" by Aerosmith. 


A Mr. Crowe's Garden single, "It's Not Fair", received some local airplay in Atlanta at the end of 1987. 


A subset of band members from Mr. Crowes Garden formed an acoustic trio called "The Ethel Mertz Experience" that played in and around Atlanta a few times. 








1988





George Drakoulias spots the Crowes at a New York gig in 1988 playing under the name "Mr. Crowe's Garden". 


Mr. Crowes Garden cuts a song titled "My Two Cents Worth" at Channel One studios with James Klotz producing/engineering. It is included on a production demo tape that was distributed. 


Bassist Ted Selke is dismissed from Mr. Crowes Garden in June 1988; he was replaced for a short time by Scott Shamel, and then finally replaced by Johnny Colt, aka Charles Brandt, before the band recorded their debut album under their new band name, "The Black Crowes". 


Kevin Jennings became the band's manager for a short time around 1988, right up until the band was moved to Los Angeles. Jennings would later sue the band in 1996 over royalty payments- George Drakoulias took over managing the band during the Def American days after he moved them out to Los Angeles. The current manager of the band is Pete Angelus, of Angelus Entertainment, who started after the old Def American became American Recordings. 


George later signs Mr. Crowes Garden and moves the band out to L.A. after he leaves the A&M label and changes the name to "The Black Crowes". They are signed under Drakoulias' new label Def American. The Black Crowes officially form in 1988, and sign their first record deal for $5,000. 











1989





The Crowes begin recording in the studio in the Summer of '89 for their debut album, "Shake Your Moneymaker." They record some old songs, including "She Talks To Angels" which Rich wrote around 1986 when he was seventeen years old, "Could I've Been So Blind" from the Mr. Crowe's Garden leftover songlist, and a borrowed tune "Hard To Handle" by the great blues musician Otis Redding. 








1990





The Crowes have their first single, "Jealous Again", appear on the airwaves in 1990. They begin their first tour in March of 1990 which would eventually run 19 months, playing 350 shows, and opening for bands such as the Michael Shenker Group, Dogs D'Amour, Aerosmith, Heart, Robert Plant, and ZZ Top. 


Black Crowes first appear on David Letterman October 9, 1990. 


Black Crowes first appear on Arsenio Hall November 2, 1990. 


Single "Hard To Handle" receives massive airplay in December 1990, helping their debut album "Shake Your Moneymaker" to reach Platinum status. 











1991





March 16th, 1991 The Black Crowes first appear on Saturday Night Live (host- Michael J. Fox; songs performed- "Thick N' Thin", "She Talks to Angels"). 


March 25, 1991 The Crowes are kicked off the ZZ Top tour for Chris being outspoken against corporate sponsorship. The ZZ Top tour was being sponsored by Miller Beer at the time. It was the second night at the Omni in their hometown of Atlanta, of what was supposed to be three homecoming shows. The Atlanta press had a field day after the Robinson brothers announced the news live later that evening on a Rockline broadcast- they where informed they were fired minutes after leaving the stage that evening. 


May 30th 1991 Black Crowes first appear on the cover of Rolling Stone magazine. 


June 20, 1991- Chris Robinson collapses from exhaustion after the Ronnie Scott Jazz Club gig in London. Subsequent shows are cancelled or re-scheduled. 


Crowes play Monsters Of Rock in Summer of 1991 at Castle Donnington in the U.K. with AC/DC, Metallica, Queensryche, and Pantera. 


September 28, 1991- Crowes perform at Monsters of Rock in Moscow to 500,000+ people soon after the failed coup in Russia. The event was sponsored by Time-Warner Entertainment. 


December 31, 1991- MTV New Year's Eve bash is aired with the Crowes as a performing band, even though the actual performance was in December 1990. Jeff Cease was in the band then and appears on the show, even though he was not in the band in December 1991 (he was kicked out in October 1991). 








1992





April 11,1992- The Crowes play the Great Atlanta Pot Festival at Piedmont Park, a benefit show for the National Organization for the Repeal of Marijuana Laws (N.O.R.M.L.). 


May 25, 1992- Crowes first appear on the Tonight Show with Jay Leno 


July 1992- The Crowes kick off their U.S. tour "High As The Moon" to support their second album, The Southern Harmony and Musical Companion, which debuted on the charts at #1 


August 15, 1992- Crowes perform a free show at G. Ross Lord Park in Toronto, Ontario to celebrate the 15th birthday of local radio station Q107. 








1993





February 6, 1993- free make-up show in Houston, TX where the Crowes cancelled a show earlier because of a confrontation with the Sam Houston Coliseum security. 


March 18, 1993- Live MTV broadcast from Daytona Beach, FL Spring Break broadcast. 


April 23, 1993- The first Black Crowes email list is established in cyberspace, before the advent of the WorldWideWeb, and before the Crowes' label was online, with a only dozen fans making up the original list. It was manually run by a fan in Australia, Chris Henne. It lasted less than a year, and was later replaced by the company-sponsored American Recordings email list for the Crowes.








1994





July 1994- The Black Crowes get a permanent voice in cyberspace with the establishment of the first-ever WorldWideWeb page dedicated to the band. Created and maintaned by Doug Fierro, it has since evolved to become known as The Original Black Crowes homepage and it still remains the most comprehensive Black Crowes resource on the internet for fans, located at http://mindsharedesign.com/blackcrowes. 


July 31, 1994- The Crowes make their only full-band appearance on the '94 H.O.R.D.E. music festival with Blues Traveler, Big Head Todd, and headlining act The Allman Brothers. It was at the Shoreline Amphitheatre in Mountain View, CA., and the Crowes were invited onstage during the Allman Brothers set to perform "Southbound". 


August 12, 1994- The Crowes play Lollapalooza in Atlanta. 


August 30, 1994- Crowes appear on the first anniversary of CBS Late Night With David Letterman in New York. 


Fall 1994- The Crowes perform at small private gigs under the pseudonyms "Blessed Chloroform" , "The Corkscrews of Renown", and "O.D. Jubilee Band" in the U.S. and Europe. 








1995





January 6, 1995- The Crowes begin their European tour to support their third album, "Amorica" in Newport, England. This tour is named "Amorica Or Bust". 


March 3, 1995- The Crowes kick off the U.S. leg of their world tour in Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minnesota. 


May 10th, 1995- The Black Crowes re-arrange their North American tour schedule to provide a special benefit show in Oklahoma in the aftermath of the Oklahoma City bombing. 


May/June 1995- With the band suffering from severe exhaustion due to non-stop touring, the last two North American shows for Seattle and Portland are cancelled. Around this time it was later revealed that the Robinson brothers were not getting along and that they were contemplating breaking up the band during the Amorica period. 


June 1st, 1995- The Black Crowes fan club "Taller", the follow-up fan club after "Crowe Mafia" failed, celebrates its 1-year anniversary. 


June 1995- The Crowes kick off their European Summer tour attending many summer festivals and sharing the stage with the Rolling Stones on a few dates. 


August 3rd, 1995- The Black Crowes headline the H.O.R.D.E. festival, kicking off with the August 3rd show in St. Louis and finishing up in Mountain View, CA on September 3rd before Labor Day. 


October 8th, 1995- Bassist Johnny Colt gets married to fiancee Rosie after coming off of the HORDE tour and before going into the studio to record the next album. 


October 1995- Following their tradition of supporting efforts to legalize the use of Marijuana, The Crowes provide a B-side song "Rainy Day Women #12 & 35" to the CD compilation "Hempilation", which is dedicated to the cause of legalizing marijuana in the United States. 


October 1995- The Crowes start recording their next album in Atlanta fall of 1995 due for release the following year. 


November 1995- The first-ever Black Crowes WWW Chat room goes on-line, sponsored by American Recordings. 


December 1995- Chris becomes engaged to his longtime girlfriend Lala; also brother Rich's wife is due to bear their first child in May of 1996. 


December 19th, 1995- The Black Crowes do yet another small secret gig appearance, this time in their hometown of Atlanta at a Cotton Club benefit show under the pseudonym "The Thunderbolt Grease Slappers". It is at this show that some of the new songs on the forthcoming album due in Spring of 1996 are first heard by the public, which will be titled "Three Snakes And One Charm." 








1996





January 1996- The Black Crowes support a few shows in South America with Jimmy Page and Robert Plant. 


January 15, 1996- The first "official" WWW site for the Crowes is established as "Tallest" located at www.tallest.com. 


February 1996- Longtime friend of the band Kevin Jennings files a lawsuit in Fulton County Superior Court against the Black Crowes in Atlanta, claiming to have evidence that he was the Black Crowes manager before their multi-platinum debut release "Shake Your Moneymaker" was released. He claimed that he was entitled to royalty payments and he also sued to recover his attorney costs. Jennings was a former road manager for The Georgia Satellites before working with the Crowes. The attorney representing the Black Crowes was Bill Ragland.  �The case is aired on Court TV, with Jeff Cease in attendance, former lead guitarist of the Crowes. Interesting tidbits of information revealed include Johnny Colt's real name, Charles Harrison Brandt. The trial concludes before the end of February and results in a hung jury. After the trial Jennings settles out-of-court with the Crowes for an undisclosed amount. 


April 1996- Rich's wife Emma appears on the cover of the summer edition of Shape's "Fit Pregnancy" magazine- the magazine reports that their baby boy is due in May of the same year. 


May 3, 1996- The Black Crowes play Atlanta's 3rd Annual Midtown Musicfest, which includes many artists such as Bob Dylan, Fishbone, Cracker, Lisa Loeb, Urban Shakedancers, Buddy Guy, Joe Satriani, and many more. This is their second public appearance where they play songs that will appear on the forthcoming album, "Three Snakes and One Charm." 


May 17th, 1996- Rich's wife Emma gives birth to a baby boy, named Richard Taylor Robinson, who weighs in at 9 pounds and 4 ounces. 


June 1996- American Recordings begin an early marketing campaign for the Black Crowes upcoming album, "Three Snakes and One Charm", including announcing a July 23rd U.S. release date, having Chris and Steve do some promotional visits in Europe, and pre-releasing the single "Good Friday" for airplay in some U.S. cities. 


July 5th, 1996- The Black Crowes play to a studio audience in Burbank for their radio broadcast premiere of their latest album, Three Snakes And One Charm; the show is to be re-broadcast July 17th nationwide. Songs from the upcoming release are played while the Crowes answer questions, and perform four live songs for the national broadcast. They later play a full set for the fans and allow people to come backstage after the show. 


At the broadcast Chris was wearing a wedding band and referred to Lala as "my wife" when answering questions, so it looked like the two apparently married sometime in the first half of 1996, but it turns out Chris was not married quite yet. An inside source reported to me that Chris' Mom called up after the show and wanted to know why her son got married without telling her, so he told her he was not really married yet. The Detroit Journal later reported in October that Chris and Lala were married on September 8th, 1996. 


July 6th, 1996- The Crowes kick off some U.S. Summer tour dates for July, starting at the BlockBuster Pavillion outside San Bernadino, playing a free concert hosted by Los Angeles radio station KLOS. It turns out to be the largest outdoor show the Pavillion has hosted in Southern California (est. 45,000- not as big at the Atlanta Pot Festival or Monsters of Rock however! D.F.). The Crowes will also visit Las Vegas, Minneapolis, Chicago, Massachusetts, New Jersey, and Washington D.C. before finishing up July 23rd in New York City, the night of the album release. 


July 23rd, 1996- The Black Crowes "Three Snakes And One Charm" is released in the U.S.; European release was a few days earlier; Japanese release has bonus track "Just Say You're Sorry". The Crowes play to a packed house at the Supper Club in NYC the night of the release. 


Friday August 23rd, 1996- The Crowes internet community observes some shakeups taking place as the Taller fanclub undergoes its third staff turnover since January 1996 after being moved out to Atlanta and then back to Los Angeles all in the same year. Taller then announces that they are bumping the staff up to 4 by hiring two new people after the latest employee dismissal. 


At the same time, American Recordings announces that the Tallest website will be brought under control of American's administration due to its lack of being maintained in the past by contractors at the old location in Atlanta (The Tallest website used to be located in the same building as Taller headquarters in Atlanta for a brief period until Taller was moved back to Los Angeles). 


In the aftermath of all this, two significant events unfold: a group of fans break from Taller and start their own non-sanctioned public newsletter for Crowes fans, "Wiser Times" (the newsletter never was published); and Pete Angelus, the entertainment manager for The Black Crowes (Angelus Entertainment) who also directs Taller, makes an unprecedented move in addressing some of the public criticism of the Crowes management directly on the internet- the first time a high-level official has ever responded directly to the fans on the band's mailing list. 


August 27th, 1996- The Black Crowes are taped at the Bottom Line in New York City for an episode on VH1 "Storytellers" to be aired on October 6th later that year. 


September 8th, 1996- Chris Robinson marries his longtime girlfriend actress Lala Sloatman before the band kicks off their world tour to support their latest album. 


September 20, 1996- The Black Crowes kick off their world tour starting in in Berkeley, CA, named after the latest album. 


September 1996- The Black Crowes cancel their show in Salt Lake City on Sept. 27th due to an outbreak of violence at a Slayer show a few weeks earlier at the Salt Air Arena. A riot erupted during the show that resulted in several stabbings and beatings. The Salt Air venue management decided that future shows would have an "overwhelming" police presence, so the Crowes backed out to avoid any potential conflict for their fans, who have been hassled in the past by security and police (refer to the February 1993 makeup show in Houston, TX). 


November 1996- The band sneaks in a couple of shows in Europe during their North American Three Snakes And One Charm tour, including playing the Rockplast Festival 11/15/96. 


Smashing Pumpkin's lead singer Billy Corgan publicly responds to comments Chris Robinson made about the Pumpkin's dismissal of their drummer in a recent interview with Chris from Rolling Stone magazine. 








1997





Winter 1997- Keeping in true form, the Black Crowes continue their tradition of non-stop touring. The Crowes travel extensively thoroughout Europe in the beginning of 1997, kicking off their visit 1/13/1997 in Bristol, England. Opening act in Europe was Patti Rothberg. 


April 1997- The Black Crowes recording label, American Recordings, faces troubled times under founder Rick Rubin. The entire American staff is greatly reduced in spring 1997 to a skeleton crew, after rumors fly that Rick Rubin is looking to sell the record label. The plan is to fold it into its distributing company, Warner Brothers. The Black Crowes are one of a few bands that are still retained by Warner after American folds. 


May 1997- The Crowes spend some time in Nashville, TN. recording some new tracks for their upcoming album at Ocean Way Studio, owned by Gary Belz and Allen Sides. They also work with John Mellencamp's guitarist, Mike Wanchek, and engineer David Leonard. Chris Robinson and friends even made a surprise visit during their stay at Jack's Guitar Bar. 


The Crowes also record 11 demo songs at an Atlanta, GA studio right before they go on the Furthur Festival tour. 


Summer 1997- The Black Crowes are chosen as the headlining band for the Summer 1997 Furthur Festival, sponsored by Grateful Dead Ticket Services and included guests Bob Weir, Rob Wasserman, Mickey Hart, Bruce Hornsby, moe., Arlo Guthrie, Sherri Jackson and others. The tour kicked off 6/20/1997 in West Palm Beach, FL. and lasted until August. Keeping with Crowes tradition, the band introduces the audience to some of the new songs that will appear on the forthcoming album. 


For the first time on a Crowes tour, a group of fans, Taller On The Road, volunteer to provide on-line reviews of each show on the Furthur Tour for 1997 that are distributed through the fan email list hosted at American Recordings. Random band members sometimes type in comments that accompany the reviews. While the band communication is strictly one-way on the email list from the musicians, it shows that the Crowes are becoming more comfortable in using internet technology to communicate with their fans. It was only a year before this tour that Chris Robinson was quoted telling people to get off the WWW and read a book :-) 


The only unfortunate thing about the Crowes participating on the Furthur Festival was the band's cold reception (or some would say outright rejection) by the former Dead fans at many shows. Several Crowes fans at the Furthur Festivals reported people leaving show venues before the Crowes even came on stage, and the on-line Furthur Chatboard is strewn with insults by Dead fans directed towards the Crowes. Bruce Hornsby himself, a longtime friend Chris Robinson, even stated in an interview in Chicago that "I think it's regrettable that a lot of the Deadheads have not accepted them [the Crowes] or given them a chance." 


August 7, 1997- Marc Ford, the lead guitarist for the Black Crowes, announces he is leaving the band because of "musical differences", although on-line magazines report that he was asked to leave the band. A few months later Chris confirms in a published music magazine interview that Marc Ford was dismissed. 


August 22nd, 1997- to provide Crowes fans on the internet a stable and central place to gather and talk about the band, The Original Black Crowes WWW Message Board <http://web.archive.org/web/20001117093000/http://mindsharedesign.com/blackcrowes/wwwboard/wwboard.html> is created. It becomes one of the most popular features of The Original Black Crowes Homepage and is often where breaking information about the band appears first. Even the members of Taller would later frequently visit the Original Black Crowes WWW Message Board to keep in contact with the internet community of fans and answer questions. 


September 1997- Johnny Colt, the original bassist for the Black Crowes, leaves the band. He is the second guitarist to leave the Crowes in the span of two months. Word first came about of his departure on the then newly-created WWW Message Board in mid-September. The following week, Angelus Entertainment finally admitted that Colt had indeed left the band after several weeks of rumors. 


The Original Black Crowes Homepage wins the prestigious Lycos Top 5% award, ranking higher than any other Black Crowes website on the internet. The reviewers state, "This is the only Web site you'll need." 


October 1997- Kerrang! magazine, published in the UK, has the first article interviewing a member of the Crowes since Marc Ford's departure. It is confirmed by Chris Robinson in the interview that indeed Marc Ford was asked to leave. In Chris' own words: 


"The drugs aren't the reason that we got rid of him.We got rid of him because he was playing erratically.I couldn't count on him." 


"Cruel or not, the band is the most important thing. And he wasn't cutting it - which sucks to say,cos he's a lovely guy. He was my best friend." 


In the same article, Chris reveals that after living for four years in Los Angeles, he will be moving back to his hometown of Atlanta, GA. (it is later revealed in the beginning of 1998 that Chris is divorcing his wife, who he met in L.A.). 


December 1997- Taller fanclub distributes the annual Christmas tape for 1997, titled "Meet The Steves!!!", a parody on one of Steve Gorman's favorite bands, The Beatles (with Ringo being his favorite Beatle of course). The tape includes reference to Sven Pipien, former bassist of Mary My Hope, as being the new bass guitarist. Sven had been rumored to be the new bassist replacing Johnny Colt months before on the Original Black Crowes WWW Message Board. 


]








1998





March 12, 1998- The Tallest website, neglected for some time, undergoes a complete overhaul for 1998. Unfortunately, the website was taken off-line for the beginning of the new year ("under construction") and was inaccessible for fans until the unveiling, which was delayed from the original February re-opening until March 12th. Fans who visited the website during this time will recall the yellow Post-It note stating, "We will take you to our leader in 1 week C.R.". 


March 16, 1998- The Black Crowes begin pre-production for their next album with producer Kevin Shirley, who has worked with past artists such as Aerosmith, Silverchair and Dream Theater. The album is to be produced in New York City, without a lead guitarist - both firsts for the band. They recorded at Avatar Studios in NY with Rich playing most of the guitar tracks. 


April 9th, 1998- The growing influence of the Crowes internet community is evidenced when the biography section of member Rich Robinson is changed on the Tallest website soon after several fans criticize comments printed concerning former band members. The section that was censored included: 


most uncomfortable moment on-stage- Johnny playing solo or Marc thinking he sounds great 


Taller later described the quote attributed to Rich as "nothing more than a joke" . 


April 27th 1998 - an Atlanta Journal-Constitution article reports that the Crowes are now signed with Columbia records, under parent company Sony, which absorbed American Recordings. The Crowes' previous record label under Rick Rubin was losing money and was about to go bankrupt after slashing much of the staff and dropping other recording artists. Artists retained by Columbia include The Crowes, Johnny Cash, and The Beastie Boys, not to mention Rick Rubin himself. 


May 12th 1998 - Allstar/Rocktropolis on-line magazine reports that the Black Crowes will hit the road playing at intimate club dates and appearing on some radio shows in June/July in preperation for the album, which is reported to be due in September. The mini-club tour is named "Sho' Nuff". A publicist for the Crowes quoted in the article states that the new album "leaves behind the psychedelia in favor on the blues-based, hard-edged rock and roll the band's known for." The Crowes invite guest guitarist Audley Freed from the defunct band Cry Of Love to play while they tour. Audley had been rumored for quite some time to be the replacement for dismissed guitarist Marc Ford. 


Rumors that started at the end of last year about Chris' split-up with his wife, Lala, after he announced he was leaving L.A. appear to be true, as Chris officially announces his split. Chris is quoted at a downtown party for the magazine Bikini saying "Tell anyone who asks... I need to get laid". 


May 13th 1998 - Addicted to Noise, an on-line magazine (www.addict.com), conducts an interview with Rich Robinson, who states in no uncertain terms that the band is getting back to their roots, leaving the realm of extended drawn-out jams and psychedellic-inspired tunes: 


"It's a very rock record. We're a rock band. In the middle of the Furthur Tour, we were like, 'Hey, you know what? We're a fuckin' rock band,' and Chris was like, 'I'm a fucking lead singer.' Something clicked and we're back to writing rock songs, which is what we're good at." �- Rich Robinson 


May 27th 1998 - Taller announces the Sho' Nuff Tour, which are the small club dates the Crowes play for their upcoming album, By Your Side, which was first due out in September of 1998. (later the album was pushed out until November, to avoid conflict with the box set release that came out mid-August; then the album was postponed again by the band until January 1999 to record new tracks that replaced existing songs that were to be released. D.F.). It is an East-Coast oriented showing, with dates in New Hampshire, Massachusetts, North Carolina, Florida, Louisana, Texas, Ohio, and Pennyslvania to name a few states. 


May 29th 1998 - RockWeb.com, the start-up company that was hosting the Original Black Crowes website, goes into bankruptcy. All machines hosted by RockWeb become no longer accessible. The Original Black Crowes site is temporarily moved to another site for a short time until a new home is found. Unfortunately, all interactive portions of the website were non-functional during this limbo period. 


June 8th 1998 - Rocktropolis.com reports that the band had to postpone a photo shoot after lead singer Chris Robinson received a black eye and bruised ribs from a bar room brawl at the Whiskey Bar in the Sunset Marquis Hotel, Los Angeles. Chris was reported to be with girlfriend actress Elisa Leonetti when the fight with two unnamed men broke out about 2am. 


June 19th 1998 The Black Crowes kickoff their Sho' Nuff U.S. small club tour to promote their upcoming album at Toad's Place in New Haven, CT. 


June 30th 1998 The Original Black Crowes Homepage finds a new home at www.mindsharedesign.com/blackcrowes, and more importantly, makes available the WWW Message Board that on-line Crowe fans have made great use of since it was introduced in August 1997. 


July 10th 1998 The Tallest website unveils the "official" WWW message board hosted at their site, almost one year after The Original Black Crowes WWW Message Board was first introduced. Fans now have two places to go to exchange ideas, conversations, and opionions on their favorite band. Tallest was kind enough to keep the user interface identical for fans who had been using the Original Black Crowes WWW Message Board :-) . 


August 1998 The Black Crowes Box set, titled Sho' Nuff, is released. It includes the four previous album releases on CD, digitially remastered, a live 5-song EP, previously unreleased singles, and new computer goodies such as on-line videos and screen savers (CD Extra by Sony Music Entertainment) . Each re-released CD has references to the Tallest on-line website. 


Some September Sho' Nuff tour dates are added in the midwest after news of the album postponement because of the boxset release, including Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, Missouri, and Illinois. (later the album would be postponed again until January 1999 to re-recorded new tracks) 


Fall 1998 Corporate sponsorship is noticed by many fans creeping into the Crowes Camp in 1998 under the new recording label. The fall '98 Transparent Journal, a publication from the fan club, displays the first-ever corporate ad from Camelot Music on the back. Also the Crowes Tuscon, AZ show in late 1998 was sponsored by Miller Beer (radio ads, ticket imprints). 


This is a complete turnaround from a band that openly disdained any type of corporate sponsorship, especially from any beer companies, going back to the band being kicked off the ZZ Top tour in March 1991 for criticizing corporate sponsorship of the tour. Also Chris Robinson has said many times that bands who need corporate sponsorship should not be touring: 


"I don't need anybody else's name on my poster. If you've got to have that, then maybe you shouldn't be out there." - Chris Robinson, 1992 


November 22nd 1998 The Tallest fan website undergoes another facelift within the same year- this time under control of their new label Columbia Records/Sony Entertainment Group.





Frequently Asked Questions:





WERE THE ROBINSON BROTHERS IN A BAND BEFORE THE BLACK CROWES?


Originally Chris and Rich Robinson formed the band "Mr. Crowes Garden" as teenagers in 1987. The name was inspired by a children's storybook. (it also has been described as an old nursery rhyme book). Other band members who participated in Mr. Crowes Garden included Chip Stewart, Jeff Mathews, Keith Joyner, Jeff Sullivan, Ted Selke, and Steve Gorman. Steve is the longest running band member who is not a Robinson. 


An A&M record executive, George Drakoulias, spotted the brothers playing at a New York gig in 1988. He was about to start a new label on his own, then called Def American, and he wanted the Crowes to move out to L.A. to record their first album. It was at that time the name of the band was changed to the Black Crowes. Other names considered for the band were the Confederate Crowes and The Stone Mountain Crowes. Chris said that the name has fit the band well, because crows are "nastly little birds." 





WHAT ARE SOME MUSICAL INFLUENCES OF THE CROWES?


Some of Rich Robinson's influences he has mentioned: 


AC/DC 


Rolling Stones 


Prince 


R.E.M. 


Bob Marley 


Humble Pie 


The Cure 


Nick Drake 


John Hurt 


Fred McDowell 


Furry Lewis 


Willie Dixon 


Howlin' Wolf 


Paisley Underground 


Long Ryders 


Rain Parade 


Dream Syndicate 


Les McCann 


Herbie Hancock 


Eddie Harris 


Dexter Gordon 


Clarence White 


Richard Thompson 


�Some of Chris Robinson's influences he has mentioned: 


Robert Johnson 


Woody Guthrie 


John Coltrane 


Leon Russell 


Ingram(Gram) Parsons 


Allman Brothers 


Marshall Tucker Band 


The Faces/Rod Stewart 


Neil Young 


Jerry Garcia 


Townes Van Zant 


Grand Funk 


Skip James 


Lester Flatt 


Earl Scruggs 


Jimmy Reed 


Steve Marriott 


Paul Rogers 


Lowell George 


Staple Singers 


Andy Irvin 


Paul Brady 


Little Walter 


Louvin Brothers 


Muddy Waters 


Chuck Berry 


Sleepy John Estes 


Big Joe Williams 


Booker T. and the MG's 


Sly and the Family Stone 


Other musical influences on the band: 


Muddy Waters 


John Lee Hooker 


Rolling Stones 


Grateful Dead 


Bob Dylan 


Syd Barrett 


Aerosmith 


Joe Cocker 


Buffalo Springfield 


Parlament 


Big Star 


The Byrds 


Velvet Underground 


The Beatles 


Jason and The Scorchers 


Other non-musical references Chris has made: 


Don Quixote 


Dante 


Franz Kafka 


Jack Kerouac 


Jim Thompson 


James Joyce 


Gertrude Stein 


Ezra Pound 


Jean Cocteau 


Dylan Thomas 


Joseph Conrad 


Gregory Corso 


Terry Southern 


"Cool Hand Luke" (Heavy Symbolism) 


There are probably many more people that have influenced the band that are not listed here. 





DO THE CROWES PRACTICE VOODOO?


This was an early rumor when the band first started getting popular. 


The Crowes would place candles, flowers, and burn incense on stage for their shows. Also Chris had some jewelry from Haiti he used to wear. This ignited a rumor that the Crowes practiced VooDoo, which was entirely unfounded. The Crowes did nothing to dispell the rumor at first since it made more people interested in their band. Chris even commented once during a Much Music interview that he was surprised that people started labeling the band as VooDoo practioners instead of just hippies. But finally it came to a point where Chris and Rich had to state that all the VooDoo stories were just rumors. It was a fun rumor while it lasted. 





WHAT HAPPENED WITH THE CROWES ON THE ZZ TOP TOUR IN 1991?


The Black Crowes were dismissed as the opening act for ZZ Top after Chris continually aired negative remarks about corporate sponsorship ("This show is brought to you commercial free,"). The ZZ Top tour was being sponsored by Miller Beer at the time. 





WHAT ARTISTS HAS CHRIS ROBINSON CRITICIZED OR SPOOFED IN THE PAST?


Mark Slaughter, Kip Winger, Vince Neil, Axl Rose, Bret Michael, Night Ranger, Loverboy, Perl Jam, Smashing Pumpkins, Bono of U2, and many more. Chris Robinson consistently goes out of his way to level unprovoked criticism at a variety of artists in the industry. 





WHY WAS JEFF CEASE KICKED OUT OF THE BAND?


Basically he could not carry his weight, and was considered to be a detriment to the band. 


Chris Robinson on Jeff Cease: 


"We threw Jeff out... There's no love lost there. We weren't interested in having him be a subtraction to our music. We were looking for an addition." 


Rich Robinson on Jeff Cease: 


"Jeff didn't want it. He didn't give a shit; he didn't want to play better. No one wanted to get rid of Jeff, but we wanted him to pull his weight. I wasn't about to sit down and write his parts for him again and baby his ass along." 


Jeff's last performance was October 19th 1991 at Hammersmith Odeon in London. 


Jeff is reportedly to be working as the manager of a guitar store in Nashville, his hometown, and in a band called "Bitter Pills." [11/95] Also, Jeff appeared at the court proceedings involving Kevin Jennings suing the original band members [2/96]- see the articles <http://web.archive.org/web/20001117093000/http://www.mindsharedesign.com/blackcrowes/articles.html> section (Feb. 96) for more on the lawsuit against the Crowes. 





HOW DID THE CROWES START GETTING SO MUCH ATTENTION CONCERNING MARIJUANA?


The Crowes first gained national attention of their affinity for cannabis by playing the Great Atlanta Pot Festival in the Summer of 1992, a benefit show for the National Organization for the Repeal of Marijuana Laws (N.O.R.M.L.). Their second tour was named "High As The Moon". On that tour at the end of each show, they would have a huge marijuana leaf on a backround curtain that had the words "Free Us- No Narcs". Most if not all rock and roll artists use or have used some types of illegal substances, but the Crowes are the first band in a while not to hide their Marijuana use or shy away from discussing pot in general. Chris has said several times that his use of marijuana is a personal choice, and he will not have his actions dictated by others. 


Here is a quote from Chris before he played the Atlanta Pot Festival: 


"Everyone thinks if you smoke pot and drink beer, you'll be floundering in a sea of hard liquor and morphine... and that's just ridiculous. But it's not a new concept. I'm sure in Paris, in the 1920s, James Joyce and Gertrude Stein and Ezra Pound all sat around and talked about how oppressed they were. Whether you call people bohemians, beatniks, hippies, punks, they're all just people, people who didn't want to be oppressed. It's not a '60s thing. People say hippies were the first to get high, Please. This has been going on since the dawn of mankind. Why would I quit smoking pot? Because the government tells me to? A government who'd send me to the desert to get shot as a glorified rent-a-cop for a gas station? I'm not here to be the world's mall security, and that's what we're saying by playing something like the Pot Festival." [reference to the U.S. invasion of Iraq in 1991- D.F.] 


The Crowes also were responsible in a big part for the 1995 CD release of Hempilation- see Crowes-Related Projects <http://web.archive.org/web/20001117093000/http://www.mindsharedesign.com/blackcrowes/projects.html> for more information on the release. The Crowes have also appeared on the cover of High Times. 





WHAT OTHER ARTISTS HAVE THE CROWES PERFORMED WITH LIVE?


Jimmy Page, Robert Plant, Ron Wood, Slash, Junkyard, Fred Coury from Cinderella, Ju Ju Hounds, David Crosby, Luther Johnson, Allman Brothers Band, Sheryl Crow, Wilco, Taj Mahal, Blues Traveler, Ziggy Marley & The Melody Makers, The Grateful Dead, BR-549, Bruce Kaphan, Warren Haynes, Government Mule, and more. 





WHAT BANDS HAVE OPENED FOR THE CROWES?


Four Horsemen, Burning Tree, Maggie's Dream, Guterball, Uncle Green, Jellyfish, Thee Hypnotics, Jayhawks, the Urban Shakedancers, Male Slut, Dirty Dozen Brass Band, Wilco, Blues Traveler, Dillon Fence, Ziggy Marley, Sun Volt, Three-Pound Thrill, BR5-49, Seven Mary Three, God Street Wine, Government Mule, Planet Drum, Moe., Ratdog, Bruce Hornsby, Patti Rothberg, and more. 





WHAT OTHER KNOWN MUSICAL ARTISTS HAVE THE CROWES WORKED WITH?


Chuck Leavell, an organist who has played with the Rolling Stones and the Allman Brothers, helped on the Crowe's first album, as well as Brendann O'Brien. Chuck Leavell also got the Crowes in contact with their current keyboardist, Eddie Hawrysch. 


For the Crowe's second album, congo player Chris Trujillo filled in on the High As The Moon tour. 


Jimmy Ashhurst, the bassist for the JuJu Hounds, played mandolin on the song "Downtown Moneywaster", which appears on the Amorica release. 


Eric Bobo, percussionist from the Beatie Boys, filled in on some work on the Amorica album. 


On Three Snakes And One Charm, special guests included the Dirty Dozen, Gary Cooper and Gary Shider of the P-Funk Allstars, Barbara Mitchell of Ziggy Marley's Melody Makers, Rick Taylor, Erica Stewart and Bruce Kaphan (Bruce also appeared live with the band for the 9/20/96 Three Snakes And One Charm World Tour opening date in Berkeley). 


Chris Robinson and Marc Ford have appeared in a surprise encore performance for the band Government Mule. 


Chris Robinson produced an album for the band Thee Hypnotics, and Chris also recorded a couple of songs for the band Kinsey Report. See Crowes-related projects <http://web.archive.org/web/20001117093000/http://www.mindsharedesign.com/blackcrowes/projects.html> for more information on crowes-related projects involving one or more band members from the Crowes. 





WHAT IS THE MARRIAGE STATUS OF THE BAND MEMBERS?


Rich Robinson is married to former model Emma Snowball, with son Richard Taylor 


Chris Robinson married actress Lala Sloatman Sept. 8th, 1996 


Johnny Colt- married Oct. 8, 1995 


Steve Gorman- married 


Eddie Hawrysch- single 


Marc Ford- divorced from Kirsten; one son (Elijah). 





DO THE CROWES HAVE A FAN CLUB?


Yes, it is called Taller, and you can join by sending $10 U.S. dollars to the following address: 


	Taller


	The Black Crowes Fan Club


	P.O. Box 461996


	Los Angeles, CA 90046





ANY OTHER ON-LINE CROWES STUFF?


Yes, some WWW pages and an e-mail list. 


The Original Black Crowes home page 


http://mindsharedesign.com/blackcrowes 


Tallest 


http://www.tallest.com 


Boa's Website 


http://www.boa.com 


The Official Black Crowes e-mail list: 


to subscribe, send mail to crowes-request@lists.ubl.com with the following body of text on one line: 


		subscribe crowes 


to unsubscribe: 


		unsubscribe crowes 


Conversation mail should be sent to crowes@lists.ubl.com �Do NOT send unsubscribe mail to crowes@lists.ubl.com!!! 


These WWW resources contain the latest information on tour dates, releases, songs peformed, etc. 





WHERE CAN I GET CROWES BOOTLEGS?


The e-mail list has trades going on all the time. 


Also the Crowes now allow taping at their live shows, so bring your recording material or get in contact with someone at the show. 


The Taller fanclub has trading lists you can request to write other fans for shows to trade. 


Check with record trading publications you can find at any music store. 





ANY BOOKS ON THE CROWES?


Title:THE BLACK CROWES �Author:Martin Black �Publisher: Omnibus Press �Date:1993 


Description(from a fan): 


As far as biographies go, this one is pretty weak in content. A good deal of the book is recycled quotes from magazines. The author does not interview any of the band members or even people associated with the band. Nothing new or exciting is revealed and what's in the book can hardly be called in-depth. The best thing about the book is that it has plenty of photos, many of them previously unpublished. Even though this book was published in 1993, for some reason, most of the photos are from the Shake Your Money Maker era. 


Title:THE BLACK CROWES- Ross Halfin's Work �Author:Ross Halfin �Publisher:Heatwave Ltd., Osaka, Japan �Date:1996 


Description: 


Produced and Directed by Ross Halfin and Chris Robinson. Limited 1,000 copies. Edited by Kerrang Magazine in UK. A4 size, 126 pages, Serial Numbered, Hard Covered. Order on-line at <http://web.archive.org/web/20001117093000/http://www.heatwave-net.com/2wa/Book/blackCrowes.html>. 


Description(from a fan): 


This book is a collection of Crowes photos, by some guy named Ross Halfin (a press photographer?). It's real eye candy for Crowes fans. The only text is Chris's intro on the first page. The whole rest of the book (126 pages) is black-and-white pictures of the Crowes. They all date from about 1992-1996, as far as I can tell. One of the best things about the book is that there are great photos of ALL the band members, not just the Robinsons. Even Ed gets a two-page overleaf! How rare is that! There are photos from concerts, both onstage and from the audience, and backstage, hotel, and general walking-down-the-street type photos. The book has a couple of problems. The captions are pretty random. I could wish that some of the photos were in color - the Crowes are a pretty colorful band! And the publisher is in Japan, which is of course great if you're in Japan but not otherwise. My copy cost me about $55 - ouch! Also I got copy #722 out of 1000 printed, so they may run out. But if you're really a diehard fan, this is the book for you. I sure love my copy! 





WHAT IS THAT LAST PHRASE IN SPANISH AT THE END OF HIGH HEAD BLUES?


"Esta es la mejor mota" �--> loosely translated to english, "This is the best weed" 





WHAT IS THAT ARTWORK ON THE AMORICA CD/RECORD?


Disc image taken from anti-drugs poster by Alexander Faldin, U.S.S.R. 1987 �Taken from the CD insert cover 





WHO IS CHRIS'S WIFE?


Chris married actress Lala Sloatman on Sept. 8th, 1996; she is Frank Zappa's niece and also an actress. 


Movies Lala Sloatman has appeared in: 


Amityville: A New Generation (1993) 1993 [Llanie] 


Dragon: The Bruce Lee Story (1993)[Sherry Schnell] 


Pump Up the Volume (1991) 1991 [Janie] 


Adventures of Ford Fairlane, The (1990) 1990 [Sorority Girl] 


Joe Versus the Volcano (1990)[Waitress] 


Dream a Little Dream (1989) 1989 [Shelley] 


Tequila Sunrise (1988) 1988 [Sin Sister #2] 


Watchers (1988)[Tracey] 





WHAT IS "FOAMFOOT"?


Foamfoot is a show that was performed in Los Angeles in 1994 with some members of the Black Crowes playing with other musicians. The show was taped and CD bootlegs of the show are floating around. You can read more about Foamfoot under the Crowes-related projects <http://web.archive.org/web/20001117093000/http://www.mindsharedesign.com/blackcrowes/projects.html> section. 





HOW DO I SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE FROM THE CROWES MAILING LIST?


mail to "crowes-request@lists.ubl.com" with the following line in the body of the mail: 


        subscribe crowes [your_complete_email_address]


Send conversation mail to all members of the list by mailing to crowes@lists.ubl.com once you are signed up. 


To unsubscribe, send an unsubscribe message in the body of the e-mail to crowes-request@lists.ubl.com: 


        unsubscribe crowes myself@mymachine.whatever


Do NOT send unsubscribe mail to crowes@lists.ubl.com!!! 


Automated mailing lists always send you a canned greeting once you subscribe; save this message for future use! It is amazing how many people can't unsubscribe themselves. 





WHAT IS A TAPE TREE?


A tape tree is a way to distribute a copy of a show to many people by sharing the copying responsibilities among several volunteers. It is a common thing for music fans to do on the internet. A person who has a Crowes show on tape, for example, would be the seed. Their tape of the show would be used to seed a tree. Whomever is running the tape tree would put out a call for those interested to sign up on the tree. People who sign up are either branches or leafs. Branches make copies for other branches or leafs. Usually a branch has good tape recording equipment to preserve the tape quality. A leaf is a person who gets the very last copy of a show. It is common practice to send self-addressed postage mailers and tapes to your parent branch in order to receive your copy of the tape, but the details of each tape tree are usually decided and agreed upon beforehand. 


Each time a tape is copied, it loses some quality, so it is ideal to have a very "flat" tree with many branches that can cover many people. If you draw out the distribution of a tapetree from the seed to all the child branches and leaves, it will look like a family history chart, or upside-down tree, hence the name. 


An one-line FAQ covering tape trading in more detail is available at <http://web.archive.org/web/20001117093000/http://www.liii.com/~jek/amb-faq.html>. 





WHAT IS THE MOON AND STAR SYMBOL THE CROWES USE?


The cresent moon and star symbol that is on a lot of the Crowes merchandise, their website, and their bodies (Chris has a ring and a tattoo of the symbol on his hand) has been around long before any of us were born. It has many interpretations and meanings with various cultures around the world. Chris Robinson, however, interprets the symbol as simply good luck when asked. 





I'M VISITING ATLANTA- WHAT IS THERE FOR A BLACK CROWES FAN TO DO AND SEE?


There is quite a bit to see and do in Atlanta for music lovers or the adventurous: 


Piedmont Park- Crowes played there for the Great Atlanta Pot Festival in 1992. 


Martin Luther King Center 


Turner Field... home of the Braves! 


Music Clubs: 


Cotton Club 


Fox Theatre 


Dark Horse Tavern 


Blind Willie's 


The Roxy 


The Chili Pepper 


Smith's Old Bar 


Fat Mack's Rib Shack 


Northside Tavern 


Buckhead- more up-scale crowd, very active. Rich and his wife are part-owners of a french restuarant in Buckhead, Le Cibolette. Pricy menu :-) 


Underground City 


Little Five Points 


Virginia Highlands 


Music shops: 


Wax 'n' Facts - Steve Gorman used to work there! 


Other places around Atlanta: 


Macon, GA- drive to Macon and find Rosehill Cemetary to visit the graves of Duane Allman and Berry Oakley like the Robinson brothers used to do (see RS article from May 1991) <http://web.archive.org/web/20001117093000/http://www.mindsharedesign.com/blackcrowes/articles/article.RS605.html> 


Stone Mountain- largest granite carving in the U.S.; at the foot of the Applician mountain chain. Outdoors activity. 


Marietta, GA- the hometown of the Robinsons! 





WHAT DOES THE TITLE "THREE SNAKES AND ONE CHARM" MEAN?


It is just a fancy counting system to say it is the fourth album, according to interviews with Rich. Several fans have noticed that a non-released Crowes song has lyrics that include "...one snake and three charms" before the fourth album was released. 





